
 

   Ledyard Public Schools 

Curriculum Update 
                         Fall 2019 - Focus on Professional Development  

 

A curriculum is the cornerstone of the teaching and learning institution and reflects beliefs about 

what students at each grade level need to know and what students will be able to do with that 

knowledge. 

English/Language Arts 
 
 
Reading Workshop K-2   Kristi Mraz   

  
Kristi Mraz joined us this past spring to begin her work with our grade K-2 teachers. Kristi is a 

nationally-known instructional coach in grades PK-2. She was previously an elementary school teacher as 

well as a staff developer with the Teachers College Reading and Writing Project (and a co-author on the 

First Grade Writing Units of Study). In addition to writing and teaching, she consults in schools across the 

country and as far away as Taiwan. She primarily supports teachers in early literacy, play, and 

inquiry-based learning. On the off chance she has any free time, you will find Kristi reading on a couch in 

Brooklyn with her dog, her husband, and baby Harry. You can follow all of her adventures on twitter 

@MrazKristine. She will be working in our elementary schools throughout this school year to support 

teachers with the implementation of Reader’s Workshop. During the lab visits, Kristi will model how to 

effectively implement the components of a Reading Workshop such as mini-lessons, conferencing, read 

alouds, shared reading, and independent reading.  

              K-2 with Kristi        Sample Toolkit Page 

 

https://twitter.com/MrazKristine


 

 

     
 
Reading Workshop 3-5 

                                                                     Kate Roberts 
 
   
Kate Roberts will return this year to continue her work with grade 3-5 teachers with the implementation of 

Reader’s Workshop. Kate Roberts is a national literacy consultant, top-selling author, and popular 

keynote speaker. She taught reading and writing in Brooklyn, NY and worked as a literacy coach before 

joining the Teachers College Reading and Writing Project in 2005, where she worked as a Lead Staff 

Developer for 11 years. She is the co-author of Falling in Love with Close Reading (with Christopher 

Lehman), DIY Literacy (with Maggie Beattie Roberts), and she co-wrote two Units of Study books on 

Literary Essay. Her work with students across the country has led to her belief that all kids can be 

insightful, academic thinkers when the work is demystified, broken down and made engaging. To this end, 

Kate has worked nationally and internationally to help teachers, schools, and districts develop and 

implement strong teaching practices and curriculum. During the lab visits, Kate will model a variety of 

strategies and techniques linked to the Reading Units of Study with an emphasis on conferring, side 

missions, and using data results for student goal setting. Teachers will also have opportunities to continue 

to create Reading Toolkits with Kate’s assistance. 

 
 
Click here to learn more about Reader’s Workshop: 
https://readingandwritingproject.org/services/professional-development/reading 
 
 
Grades 6 and 7 Language Arts 

In preparation for transitioning sixth grade to Ledyard Middle School, a team of grade 6 and 7 English 

Language Arts teachers and the District Language Arts Consultant revised the grade 6 and 7 ELA 

Curricula. Both grade levels also revised end of unit assessments to better align with the Smarter 

Balanced Assessment ELA Item Specifications document, including aligning item types to claims and 

targets. Grade 8 will also make similar revisions throughout the 2019-2020 school year. This vertical 

alignment will have a positive impact on student learning and achievement. 

 

https://readingandwritingproject.org/services/professional-development/reading


 

 

Math 
Math Resource Vertical Team  

During the 2018-19 school year, teacher representatives from grades K-8 met to discuss new resources 

for grades K-5. Some members of the team attended scheduled visits to our neighboring districts. They 

visited classrooms with math instruction incorporating programs such as Bridges, Contexts for Learning 

Mathematics, and Eureka. Our district math team convened again in September to discuss the visits and 

make a recommendation for a new district math resource for grades K-5.  

 

Math Curriculum and Instruction 

Teachers in grades 3-5 will work in teams this year to revise their math curricula. Grade 6 and 7 teachers 

will collaborate to create a new Accelerated Math course for grade 6. The new curriculum will be designed 

to partner with the existing grade 7 Accelerated Math course. In the classrooms, students have all been 

busy since the beginning of the school year investigating math using manipulatives while working on their 

first units of study. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Edgenuity MyPath and Pathblazer 

This fall teachers and students will be utilizing the Edgenuity MyPath and Pathblazer programs as a math 

tool for instruction. We will again welcome regional trainer Lorine Zendowski from Edgenuity in October. 

Lorine will provide professional development for our grade 3-8 teachers. 

 

Click here to learn more about Edgenuity: https://www.edgenuity.com/products-and-services/intervention/ 

 

 

 

https://www.edgenuity.com/products-and-services/intervention/


 

 

 

 

Science/Social Studies 
Science Curriculum 

Teachers in grades 3-8 welcomed TCI trainer Lisa Piazza. Lisa discussed the TCI platform and engaged 

teachers in a scientific investigation. All science classrooms grades K-8 now have a revised NGSS 

Science curriculum. Science classrooms incorporate student models and showcase student questioning 

on their driving question boards.  

 

 

 

 

 

Curriculum Writing/Revision Work for 2019-2020 
Curriculum revisions include:  

● Grades 3-5 Math 

● Grades 3-5 ELA 

● Grades 11/12 Health/PE 

● Clothing I, II 

● Culinary I, II 

● Physics 

 

New curriculum development includes: 

● Grade 6 Accelerated Math 

● World Language Exploratory 

● Spanish Exploratory 

● Coding and Application Creation 

 



 

 

 

An extremely important aspect of our work in the district will be to develop a Vision of the Graduate and 

ensure we are aligning all district curricula to state and national standards while embedding critical 21st 

Century Skills all students will need to be successful in today’s global society.  

To learn more about Instructional Council and view curricular documents, please click on the link below. 

 

http://ledyard.net/district/curriculum 
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